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AFTERNOON CLUB 
 

The Afternoon Club meet in Luthrie 
Hall on the first Monday of the 
month , 2pm till 3.30pm.  
 

For a fun afternoon, of games, sing-
along songs and speakers together 
with a selection of lovely home 
baking- come along and see what it’s 
all about.  

Everyone welcome. 
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Locum’s Letter 
 

My dear friends, 
There is a danger today of writing off the Christian faith as an irrelevance in the 
21st century, as the Christian Church in the West seems to be in decline and 
humanism seems to be taking over. It is therefore important for us in CFK to 
remember the words of Jesus, “You are the salt of the earth: but if the salt has 
lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted?” These words suggest that only the 
Christian faith, vibrantly lived out among God’s people, can keep the world safe 
and healthy, so we are to let our light shine, in order that the world might see our 
good works and glorify our God in heaven. Our little congregation therefore 
matters to the Lord. 
Most of us have known people who deeply influenced our lives. For me, one 
such person was the Revd James Philip of Holyrood Abbey Church in 
Edinburgh. He was a man with a long-term vision and, in 1973, he wrote about 
the humanist movement. I often read it as a reminder that He who fights for us is 
greater than he that wars against us and God’s ultimate victory is never in doubt. 
If what James Philip wrote was relevant in 1973, how much more it is now: 
“Ungodliness is always followed by the unrighteousness of man. It is the failure 
to appreciate this inevitable sequence that explains the surprise and dismay many 
people feel when disclosures of scandal in high places become headline news in 
the national press. We should remember this when the apostles of humanism – 
the creed of kindness and enlightened forbearance in human relationships 
without any reference to God - claim that a true ethic can be established among 
men without any adherence to creed or religious dogma. The fallacy of this 
plausible idea is not – as yet – apparent.  It is that the humanists are still working 
on Christian capital – it is dwindling to be sure, but it is still there – and what 
moral integrity humanism may have comes not from humanism itself but from 
the influence of the Christianity it has rejected. Sooner or later any way of life 
that excludes God will revert to the attitudes expressed in I Thessalonians 4: 4-8 
for this is how men and women who do not know God eventually live.” 
Is this not what we are seeing day by day in the uncovering of the kind of society 
Britain has been over the past forty years. The news media are daily uncovering 
the state of British society without a Christian God and our great task is to be salt 
and light, so that our society may be saved from further corruption. This is no 
small undertaking but defines our role as the Church in declining moral times. 
Increasingly, as society abandons God, people will have to live with the 
uncontrolled outburst of sin that is increasingly marking our present age. The 
truth is that, without God, humankind is helpless against the strength of evil 
when opportunity is offered. Our society has whitewashed sin and abandoned 
God and is now seeing the fruits of unchecked humanity, red in tooth and claw. 
 
 

 Your locum pastor and friend, 
 

  Gordon F.C. Jenkins 
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

March 2015 
 

 29 Palm Sunday Creich Church 11.00am 
 

April 
 

 3 Good Friday Creich Church   7.00pm 

 5 Easter Sunday Kilmany Church 11.00am 
 

May 
 

 17 Communion Kilmany Church  11.00am 
 

July 
 

 6 Strawberry Teas Luthrie Hall  2.00pm 
 

August 
 

 3 Strawberry Teas Luthrie Hall   2.00pm 
 

October 
 

 4 Harvest Thanksgiving Kilmany Church   11.00am  
 25 Communion Creich Church  11.00am  
 

November 
 

 8  Remembrance Day Creich Church   11.00am 

Make a date in you diary for the annual Strawberry Teas organised 
by The Guild, to be held on Monday 6th July, 

and Monday 3rd August in Luthrie Hall 
2.00pm to 3.30pm.  

 

All Welcome. 
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Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of CFK News. 
 

Contributions, suggestions and comments about the CFK Newsletter are 
always welcome– see editor’s details on back, or email: 

CFK-News@churchgoers.co.uk 

From our Interim Moderator 
 

Dear Friends, 
Everyone in a farming community understands Jesus' little biology lesson when 
he said that "unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but it if it dies, it produces many seeds." (John 12:24) Obvious. Every 
farmer bases his future on that natural process. 
As we approach Easter, that imagery reminds us that the death of Jesus was 
how he would share his life with others. Every day since Jesus was crucified 
and raised from the dead, women and men of every age and background, of 
every generation and culture have discovered that he leads us by faith into a 
new kind of life with God that he calls eternal.  
In the same way, Christian discipleship is an invitation to a series of "little 
deaths", as we let go of our old life, and let Jesus raise us up to a new kind of 
life which is the fruit of his resurrection. The whole journey of discipleship is a 
journey of letting go the old, to be led into the new. People who believe in 
resurrection are not afraid of dying to old ways - as individuals or as the church 
or Jesus Christ. The Easter people of God are the last people to fear change. It 
is the prelude to resurrection. 
In the last few weeks the Kirk Session has welcomed the idea that CFK be part 
of the wider cluster of congregations across the Bridgehead area. The elders 
have been positive about the possibility that there might be a new pattern of 
church life emerging here whereby churches work together, ministers share 
their skills across the area and we pool our resources to engage in mission. 
On 4 March, representatives from the five churches (Leuchars, Tayport, 
Newport and Balmerino linked with Wormit, CFK) began a conversation about 
those possibilities. They will meet again in May/June to work through some of 
the practicalities.  
This is a time when the Church of Scotland is having to die to some of the old 
familiar ways of working, and trust that God will bring us through this season 
into a place of resurrection. We will not settle for "resuscitation" - a 
reinstatement of what we know. We have faith for resurrection - entering a new 
kind of life together with Jesus as our Pioneer Leader.  
If this seed is prepared to die, what new seeds of life will God produce? That's 
a farmer's faith. 
 

 Yours in Easter hope, 
 

  Rev. Peter Neilson 
  Interim Moderator 
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Thanks 
 

As locum I want to express the thanks of the congregation to all who gathered in 
Rathillet on Sunday 22 March to rededicate the War Memorial, to which had 
been added the names of those from the parish area who died in the Second 
World War. The initial drive to do this came from Mike Henderson, whose 
brother Graham died in action in Holland. The indefatigable Tim Brett then took 
up the issue with the appropriate committee of Fife Council and now the matter 
has been set right. Thanks Tim. 
The intention had been to have a short word of 
dedication on Sunday, after the morning service. 
However, once the Press had printed the story the 
event just grew. Thanks are due to Jim Paterson and 
Jim Anderson, who prepared with great care the 
military contribution which included a bugler, a piper, 
traditional words and wreaths. I am deeply 
appreciative of the sterling work they did in 
preparation for the service and making it known. It 
was a most moving occasion and we are thankful to 
military personal and members of the British Legion 
from Cupar, Ceres and Kirkcaldy who swelled the 
ranks. The Lord Lieutenant of Fife also attended, as did a 102-year-old veteran 
from Kirkcaldy, who lit up our day. There was also a surprise visit from a 
contingent of motorcyclists from the Royal British legion, who swelled our ranks 
and enlivened the occasion.  
The ladies of CFK had agreed to provide tea and coffee and some goodies but 
were astonished as numbers just grew and grew as the hour for the service drew 
near. There were at least 100 people and each was supplied and fed by a most 
generous provision of good things. Thanks ladies. You were terrific. 
The occasion was made personal and moving thanks to the work of Euan 
Simmers, who researched to find out information about each of those who had 
died.  As their names and the places where they died were read out by Mike 
Henderson, we became aware how far those lads from Fife travelled in the awful 
years from 1939 to 1945.  

The names of those on the Memorial 
now are: 

World War One: 
William Biggs, 

James Campbell, 
James G Donaldson,  
John C Donaldson,  

Thomas Kidd, 
James Ness, 

Alexander John Lumsden Rogers, 
Michael Sime, 

Andrew Young. 
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World War Two, (with rank and country of death): 
 

Gunner Peter Glen Robertson            Tunisia 
Pilot Officer Francis McHardy  Norway 
Flight Sgt Andrew J. Mckay            Berlin           
Sgt Patrick Carnegie Bell   El Alamein, Western Desert 
Lieut John Alexander Bell  France (Normandy Landings) 
Lance Sgt Michael Carney            Tunisia 
Sapper Robert Carney             Weston Supermare 
Private John Pettigrew             Belgium 
Lieut James Graham Stewart Henderson     Holland 
Radio Officer David Mitchell            England 
Private David White             France   
Stoker William Ward             Java Sea 
Aircraftman Daniel G. Douglas  Wales 
 
If you know anything more about these men, or if you would 
like to see the information we already possess, please 
contact me.  

Gordon F.C. Jenkins 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
One pilgrim’s reflections 

 

On 2nd March, four ladies from our congregation- Zena, Maggie, Lynwen and Margo 
set out on a ten day pilgrimage to the Holy Land under the superb leadership of Canon 
Iain Paton and his wife Marjorie.  We were joined in Edinburgh by the other travellers 
to make a cohesive group of fifteen pilgrims. 
It has been said that pilgrims should have some measure of hardship on their journey 
and, true to tradition; ours began with missing our connecting flight at Heathrow. An 
overnight flight to Israel led to our first encounter with Jerusalem being bathed in a 
haze of sleep deprivation.  However, rallied by our delightful guide Saleem, an Israeli 
Christian, we literally followed the flag (Saltire) throughout. Saleem had studied at 
Abertay University so I think he has an special affection for Scottish pilgrims. 
As always, in the Middle East, there is a strong 
sense of being somehow in the centre of the world 
and at the crossroads of civilizations.  So much 
history, so many momentous events in one small 
ancient city and, at Calvary, the most momentous 
of all.  Jerusalem is fascinating and utterly 
absorbing.  The panorama of church spires, 
crescent topped mosques, rooftops, city walls and the golden Dome of the Rock, 
viewed from the Mount of Olives will never be forgotten. 
We visited so many holy places it will take time and reflection to fully absorb our 
journey. 
However, for me, some of the highlights of Jerusalem were: the Wailing Wall with the 
swifts circling and screaming while the Jewish faithful prayed; Christ’s pathway into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday; the Garden of Gethsemane with its ancient olive trees; the 
church of St Anne where a visiting choir transformed our own worship into an almost 
transcendent experience. 
Famous holy sites, such as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built upon the site of 
Calvary and Christ’s tomb or the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem built over the site of 
the Stable have little sense of mystery or wonder and it is difficult to feel moved within 
such ornate surroundings.  I found the expression of faith of the people the most 
touching, particularly of the Eastern Orthodox tradition- so very different from our 
plain Church of Scotland services. The Via Dolorosa, Christ’s way to the Cross winds 
through a busy, lively Arabic souq. 
Leaving Jerusalem, we travelled to Bethlehem where we celebrated Holy Communion 
at the Shepherds’ Fields- a truly moving experience. From here the Wall encircling the 
Palestine territory and the newly built Israeli settlements were clearly visible. 
We learned more about the Palestinian situation and the difficulties encountered at the 
al Shurooq School for the Visually Impaired.  This visit was humbling and the 
dedication and commitment of the teaching staff (all female) was truly inspiring. The 
school has long been supported by the Church of Scotland. 
Our visit to the Dead Sea was fun, and the Judean wilderness breath-taking and so very 
evocative.  We found the desert ‘green’ due to the heavy snowfall in the mountains, a 
couple of weeks previously. 
We ascended the cable car to Herod’s fortress palace of Masada where the Jews made 
a last stand against the Romans- a stand which ended in mass suicide. 

 



In the east in the time of Jesus the ass was a noble beast, the ass was the beast on 
which kings rode when they came in peace; only in war did they ride upon horses. 
The entry of Jesus was the claim to be king. But at the same time it was the claim 
to be the king of peace. It was upon the ass of peace and not upon the horse of war 
that Jesus came. He came deliberately refusing the role of the warrior Messiah and 
claiming to be the Prince of peace. He was appealing for a throne, but the throne 
was in the hearts of men. In that entry into Jerusalem Jesus, in a dramatic symbolic 
action which spoke more loudly than any words, was making one last appeal to 
men, and saying to them: 'Will you not, even now, even yet, accept me as your 
Lord and King, and enthrone me within your hearts?' 
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was an action of supreme courage; it was an assertion 
of royalty and an offer of love; it was at one and the same time royalty's claim and 
love's appeal. 

William Barclay (1907-1978)  

Other highlights include our visit to the Garden Tomb which some authorities believe 
to be the more likely site of Golgotha and Calvary and the Tomb. 
These gardens are simply beautiful.  Standing in the spring sunshine, by a first century 
tomb in these lovely gardens, it was so easy to imagine Mary Magdalene weeping by 
the Tomb on that first Easter morning. 
We visited the baptismal site on the River Jordan, rolled up our trousers and paddled in 
the cool shallows.  
And then came Galilee- I had no idea Galilee would be so beautiful or so lush and 
green.  This is the fertile agricultural area of Israel.  We passed date and olive 
plantations, orchards of mangoes and oranges, fields of grain.  Wild flowers carpeted 
the hillsides and birdsong filled the air.  The text ‘Consider the lilies they toil not nor 
do they spin’ seemed very real. 
The Sea of Galilee lay tranquil and calm though fierce storms can blow up very 
suddenly as the winds sweep down from the north.  Celebrating communion by the 
shores of the lake, in the spring sunshine, to the sound of birdsong will be an abiding 
memory. 
We then drove north to the Golan Heights where, in the company of two UN soldiers, 
we gazed down on the road to Damascus only sixty kilometres north.  Gunfire, in the 
distance, was heard by some of the group- a sobering moment for all. 
It is difficult to encapsulate all the sights, textures, and emotions experienced on a trip 
like our pilgrimage and we all need some time to absorb and reflect on such a 
momentous experience. 
Our trip was also one of fellowship and fun and we come home with memories of 
highlights such as following the Saltire through the Holy Land; Maggie’s awe-
inspiring belly dancing with the Palestinian lady of the hotel (this fairly broke the ice); 
practising Tai Chi in the early morning on the roof garden overlooking the Walls of 
Jerusalem and, of course, the glorious Middle Eastern food.  A veil will be drawn over 
our visits to the buffets. 
Our leader, Ian, presented us with this prayer (overleaf) which sums up the fun side of 
our pilgrimage. 
Our journey was so wonderful on so many different levels.  It will stay with us for 
ever. 

Margo Hathorn 
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The Tourist’s Prayer 
 

Heavenly Father, look down on us your humble, obedient, tourist servants who are 
doomed to travel this earth, taking photographs, mailing postcards, buying 
souvenirs and walking around in drip-dry underwear. We beseech You, O Lord, to 
see that our plane is not hijacked, our luggage is not lost and our overweight 
baggage goes unnoticed. 
Give us this day divine guidance in our selection of hotels. We pray that the phones 
work, and that the operators speak our tongue, that there is no mail waiting from 
our children which would force us to cancel the rest of our trip. 
Lead us to good inexpensive restaurants where the wine is included in the price of 
the meal. Give us the wisdom to tip correctly in currencies we do not understand. 
Make the natives love us for what we are and not for what we can contribute to 
their worldly goods. 
Grant us the strength to visit the museums, the cathedrals and palaces: and if, 
perchance, we skip an historic monument to take a nap after lunch, have mercy on 
us for our flesh is weak. Dear God, protect our wives from ‘bargains’ they do not 
need or can’t afford. Lead them not into temptation for they know not what they do. 
Almighty Father, keep our husbands from looking at foreign women and comparing 
them to us. Save them from making fools of themselves in night-clubs. Above all, 
please do not forgive them their trespasses, for they know exactly what they do. 
And when our voyage is over, grant us the favour of finding someone who will 
look at our home movies and listen to our stories, so our lives as tourists will not 
have been in vain. Amen. 



Celebration of a Linkage 
 

At a service held in Monimail Church on Sunday 18 January 2015, the formal 
ending of the linkage between the congregations of Creich, Flisk & Kilmany 
and Monimail was marked. 
Led by Interim Moderator Rev. Peter Neilson, and Locum Minister Rev. Dr. 
Gordon Jenkins, members from both congregations worshipped and took part in 
a celebration of almost 32 years as a linked charge. The Rev. Cliff Strong– the 
first minister inducted into the newly formed linkage in 1983 was present. 
Members from both CFK and Monimail worked well together during the tenure 
of the three minsters we shared, and the periods of vacancy between. The joint 
choir– under the leadership of George Somerville, performed many pieces as 
part of morning worship, and at special services. Several Pantomimes were 
performed– usually with Rev. Mitchell Collins as dame, the cast drawn from 
both Churches. These, and other highlights of this period of linkage were 
remembered, and prayers said for the future of both congregations. After the 
service there was time for fellowship over refreshments. 
On the afternoon of the following Sunday- 25 January, a service of linkage was 
held- again in Monimail Church, marking the linking of the congregations of 
Monimail with Cupar Old & St Michael of Tarvit. This newly linked charge 
will now starts the process of seeking a new minister. 
The congregation of CFK wish their counterparts in Monimail success in their 
new linkage, and meanwhile we await the outcome of continuing dialogue with 
St. Andrews Presbytery over our future. 

Prayer Chain 
 

Jesus said: “Whenever two of you on 
earth agree about anything you pray for, 
it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.” Prayer Chain is a network of 
church people dedicated to praying for 
people in need, whenever the need arises. 
If you need prayer for yourself or anyone 
else, just phone the number below. All 
requests will be treated confidentially. You 
don’t have to give details if you’d rather not; just the 
name or some indication of the prayer you need. 
 

Telephone May Edgar  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREICH, FLISK & KILMANY CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 
welcome in the fellowship of His family, to provide the atmosphere and 
resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own skills 
in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in order to 
glorify God. 
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DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ invites all His followers to 
gather thankfully at His table to remember His love. 
 

The Kirk Session will be delighted to welcome you 
to the following celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

Sunday 17th May 2015 
- Kilmany Church -  

11.00am 

CONTACTS 
 

Locum Minister Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins   
  (01334) 652548 
Interim Moderator Rev Peter Neilson (01333) 310477 
Session Clerk Mrs Sheena Fowler  
Clerk to Board Mr George Cant  
Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail  
Property Mr Jim Wilson  
The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers  
Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar  
Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor  
Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson  


