
CFK PARISH NEWS 
 

Spring 2014 
Your District Elder is: 

 CREICH 

 KILMANY 

F
L
I
S
K & 

www.cfk-monimail.org.uk 



Creich Flisk and Kilmany Church of Scotland 
 

Scottish Charity No. SC001097 

AFTERNOON CLUB 
 

The Afternoon Club meet in Luthrie 

Hall on the first Monday of the 

month , 2pm till 3.30pm.  
 

For a fun afternoon, of games, sing-

along songs and speakers together 

with a selection of lovely home 

baking- come along and see what it’s 

all about.  

Everyone welcome. 
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Locum’s Letter 
 

Dear Friends 
 

I am enjoying getting to know the linked parish of Monimail, Flisk, Creich and 
Kilmany, a lovely part of Fife which, until now, I knew very little about. My 
contract is for one day a week in addition to the Sunday services and I hope to 
get to know you better and to be able to help where I can in an unsettling time.  
Like many parishes in Scotland today, you are involved in vacancy procedures at 
a time when numbers coming forward to serve the Church are at an all time low.  
 

I have been involved in ministry for 46 years, the first 20 years as parish minister 
in Dunfermline, followed by 2 years as Deputy Secretary in the Committee of 
Education for the Ministry, with specific responsibility for the recruitment and 
training of candidates. These were exciting times, with numbers training for 
ministry the highest they had been for years. In the late 1980s I was working 
with about 200 students in the four colleges, while today numbers are in the low 
60s. Then, for a period of five years, I had the task of devising a new training 
programme for probationer ministers, a job which I loved as I was in contact 
with ministers, probationers and students throughout the country. In 1998, 
however, I was very happy to be called back to my first parish in Dunfermline, 
where I served for a further 8 years until retirement in 2006. Since then, I have 
served as locum at Kelty, Kincardine, Glenrothes, Elie, Kilconquhar and 
Colinsburgh and the United Parish of Cupar St Johns and Dairsie. Each has been 
rewarding in its own way and I am sure that this present challenge will be no 
different. 
 

I hope to be a pastor among you and will attempt, within the limitations of time, 
to visit first those who attend church regularly and anyone in the parishes with a 
pastoral need. I hope the regular attenders will guide me to others I should visit. I 
will also be involved in some Kirk Session work and this will be a new 
experience for me as a locum. I hope on Sundays to help you think your way 
through matters of faith and life at a time when former ways of thinking are 
being fundamentally challenged both outside and inside the Church. 
 

I appreciate this early opportunity to contribute to your parish magazine. 
 
With all good wishes from your new locum, 
 

Gordon 
 

Gordon F.C. Jenkins 
  
PS I come with Shooie, a wee Glasgow lamb who often appears in Children’s 
Addresses, and Polly the apologist parrot, who seeks to make sure that I do not 
avoid the challenging questions you may be asking. 
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

April 2014 
 

 13 Palm Sunday Creich Church 9.30am 

 17 Maundy Thursday Kilmany Church 7.00pm 

 18 Good Friday Kilmany Church 7.00pm 

 20 Easter Sunday Kilmany Church 9.30am 
 

May 
 

 11 Communion Creich Church  9.30am 
 

June 
 

 29 United Service Kilmany Church 11.00am 
 

August 
 

 31 United Service Monimail Church 11.00am 
 

October 
 

 5 Harvest Thanksgiving Creich Church   9.30am  

 26 Communion Kilmany Church  9.30am  
 

November 
 

 9  Remembrance Day Kilmany Church   9.30am 

30  United Service Creich Church 11.00am 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of CFK News. 
 

Contributions, suggestions and comments about the CFK Newsletter are 
always welcome– see editor’s details on back, or email: 

CFK-News@churchgoers.co.uk 
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Challenging and inviting times indeed 
 

Dear friends in Monimail and CFK, 
 

My initial "heading" for this letter was "Challenging and inviting times 
ahead". Almost immediately I realised that was neither accurate nor true. 
Those times do not lay ahead... we are right into them already. On the 30th 
April the Presbytery Planning Committee will present us with a much 
more detailed plan regarding ministry within this presbytery. 
 

We can be sure that this will be challenging and inviting. With the word 
"challenging" I do not have any negative connotations in mind at all. On 
the contrary, I do think about it in very positive terms. No doubt things will 
be different. But that is not new to us at all. It will be difficult if we are not 
willing or able to re-think our basic identity as people of God. So many of 
the models which we have become used to and have created and 
established over many years have become dated. The world has changed 
and is in a constant process of change. And we all embrace that change. I 
think of a lady in a previous congregation who did not like the idea of 
singing hymns from the "wall"... but then she was very willing to embrace 
the new technology of a television right into her own sitting room! Our 
faith does not lie in external structures but in the newness of mind and 
heart. Col 3:9-10 Do not lie to one another, for you have put off the old 
self with its habits and have put on the new self. This is the new being 
which God, its Creator, is constantly renewing in his own image, in order 
to bring you to a full knowledge of himself.  
 

With loving kindness 
 

Jan Steyn (Interim Moderator) 

Cost of a Sermon 
 

One beautiful Sunday morning, a minister announced to his 
congregation: "My good people, I have here in my hands three 
sermons...a £10 sermon that lasts five minutes, a £5 sermon that 
lasts fifteen minutes, and a £1 sermon that lasts a full hour. 
 

"Now, we'll take the collection and see which one I'll deliver." 
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The Guild 
 

The January meeting was a very interesting talk from 
Gavin Logan, on the Food Bank that they hope to start in 
Cupar soon. 
In February our speaker was Sharon Adamson from 
Weston House. Her moving talk was on Dementia, and 
how it can affect anyone, and the whole family. 
Stella Siddall gave a talk in March on her job in the Post Office. A service 
was also held in March to mark the World Day of Prayer. 
The AGM will be held in April, this being the last meeting of this current 
session. 

Sheila Simmers 

Make a date in you diary for the annual Strawberry Teas organised 

by The Guild, to be held on Monday 7th July, 

and Monday 4th August in Luthrie Hall 

2.00pm to 3.30pm.  
 

All Welcome. 

 

 

 

Prayer for Today 
 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole world is full of His glory 

Isaiah Ch6 v3 
 

Our Father, what a wonderful privilege to be able to call 
you Father, a God who is so holy that your glory fills the 
earth, and yet you o Lord of hosts call us your children. And 
now as we approach holy week our eyes turn to the cross, 
when a holy God had to turn away from His dear Son as 
that one and only Son took on all mankind's sins on himself. 
So many of us Lord are going through hard and testing 
times, please draw close to us, renew our faith as we trust in 
you as our one and only sure foundation in this life. We thank You that you 
have given us the ultimate hope for humanity, eternal life with You Father 
God and a hope of life beyond the grave. 
 

 Christ is Risen,  Hallelujah 
                              Amen  

Lynwen Taylor 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=qGvJvze5uELvLM&tbnid=qjGVZGm6oB_38M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fanpop.com%2Fclubs%2Fprayers%2Fimages%2F35128154%2Ftitle%2Fpraying-hands-photo&ei=7Ag_U42jKKWq0
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Thank You 
 

On Sunday 23rd February, Rev Iain Paton, took his last service with us at 
Creich in his capacity as Locum Minister. Iain has been with us since Neil 
Mclay’s departure in September 2012, initially as both Interim Moderator & 
Locum Minister, with Rev Jan Steyn then taking over the Interim Moderator 
role after Iain and his wife Marjorie moved to Blackford last June. 
Iain has now been asked to take on an Interim Moderator role within the 
Presbytery of Perth. 
We are very appreciative of the hard work Iain put into fulfilling his pastoral 
duties with us. 
 

We are very pleased to welcome Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins as our new Locum 
Minister. Gordon and his wife live in Cupar. 
 

We are all enjoying hearing about the continuing adventures of Shooie the 
lamb during many of Gordon’s Sunday worship services.  
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TIM’S TOUCHES 
 

We are approaching Easter but the heating is still on despite the fact that 
the south of England is enjoying 20 degree temperatures. 
 

Can I begin by thanking Iain and Marjorie Paton for being our Interim 
Moderator and then our locum minister for the last 17 months. Everyone I 
have spoken to felt that Iain really helped to keep things going as well as 
challenging us at times to be positive about our future. By way of thank 
you for Iain’s hard work, we gifted them a Gleneagles “Tea for Two” 
voucher; Gleneagles not being too far from their new home in Blackford. 
Anyone wishing to contribute to the collection for them should please pass 
that on to our treasurer, Effie Trail. 
 

We are fortunate that the Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins from Cupar has been 
appointed by Presbytery as our new locum minister. Gordon can be 
contacted on 01334 652548 and he is getting round to meet members. 
Please let him know if anyone needs a special visit. 
 

The long awaited Presbytery Plan is nearing completion and a Special 
meeting of Presbytery has been called for the end of April. We are hoping 
that once finished it can be presented to a special meeting of the CFK and 
Monimail Sessions. 
 

I am very grateful that David Weekes has helped to list and catalogue the 
old church records that had been left at the manse. We need to seek 
guidance from the Church of Scotland on what we should do with them 
and I would hope to present a report on this to the Congregational Board. 
 

Finally on a personal note, many of you will be aware that the NE Fife 
Liberal Democrats have recently chosen me to be their candidate in next 
years Westminster elections to succeed Sir Menzies Campbell MP. I have 
therefore decided that I should resign as Session Clerk to concentrate on 
this. We will not be leaving Hazelton or the church but hope that someone 
else will be willing to take this on. 
 
Best wishes and a happy Easter to you all. 

 

Tim Brett 

LOT 'S WIFE 
 

The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked back 
and turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, 'My Mommy 
looked back once while she was driving,' he announced triumphantly, 'and 
she turned into a telephone pole!'  
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Palm Sunday Poem 
by Paul Twist (poem written by Kay Hoffman) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

During Jesus's earthly ministry, He often told people not to tell anyone 
who He was. Even when his brothers encouraged Him to go public. He 
said it was not yet the right time. But the day He rode into Jerusalem on 
a donkey was the appointed time, the only public announcement that 
He was God's promised Messiah, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 
9.9. His announcement was rejected by many, yet God's plan was 
fulfilled, as the following poem by Kay Hoffman clearly states. 

They waved palm branches as He passed 
And hailed Him as their King; 
Yet, they knew not of the sorrow 
The coming week would bring. 
 

The glad acclaim would soon give way 
To jeers and mockery; 
In Pilate's court He'd be condemned 
To a cross on Calvary. 
 

But Jesus knew He was the price 
In God's redemptive plan, 
The Sacrificial Lamb come down 
To die for sins of man. 
 

The centuries have passed and still 
He seeks those lost in sin, 
Pleading with unyielding hearts 
To repent and follow Him. 
 

On this day we shout our praise, 
O, let us not delay; 
The palm-strewn path of long ago 
Still leads to Him today. 
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HEART & SOUL 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Heart and Soul 2014 takes place on Sunday May 18th, in Princes Street 
Gardens, Edinburgh. 
This year’s theme is- “HandS Across The World”, which aims to celebrate the 
life of the church through the lens of its international heritage, relationships and 
partners. 

A Loving Husband… 
 

A man and his ever-nagging wife went on vacation to Jerusalem. While they 
were there, the wife passed away. The undertaker told the husband, "You can 
have her shipped home for £5,000, or you can bury her here, in the Holy Land, 
for £150."  The man thought about it and told him he would just have her 
shipped home. 
The undertaker asked, "Why would you spend £5,000 to ship your wife home, 
when it would be wonderful to be buried here and you would spend only 
£150?" 

Kilmany in Fife: Glimpses of History 
by Revd. David Weekes 

 

Jim Clark in the 20th Century and Thomas Chalmers in the 
19th are two of those who have gone out from the rural 
obscurity of Kilmany to wider fame. It is one of the historic 
parishes of North East Fife dating back to the beginning of the 
13th Century, if not a little earlier. However, its name implies 
the existence of a Christian community here at least from the 
8th Century. Though it has always been an agricultural area, in 
the Middle Ages it contained an important base for the Earls of 
Fife whose hereditary role was to crown the Scottish Kings. 
From 1450, for over four hundred years it had a close association with St 
Salvators College in the University of St Andrews. Set in the quiet beauty of 
unspoilt countryside, its story still reflects the turbulence of Scotland’s past. 
 

David’s book is now available from bookshops. 
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Prayer Chain 
 

Jesus said: “Whenever two of you on earth 
agree about anything you pray for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven.” 
Prayer Chain is a network of church 
people dedicated to praying for people in 
need, whenever the need arises. If you need 
prayer for yourself or anyone else, just 
phone the number below. All requests will 
be treated confidentially. You don’t have to give details 
if you’d rather not; just the name or some indication of 
the prayer you need. 
 

Telephone May Edgar  

Jesus has risen 
 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the 
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in 
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the 
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he 
has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 
Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.”’ Then they remembered his 
words. 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 
Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But 
they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 
nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw 
the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to 
himself what had happened. 

(Luke Ch24 v1-12. New International Version) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREICH, FLISK, KILMANY & MONIMAIL CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 
welcome in the fellowship of His family, to provide the atmosphere and 
resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own skills 
in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in order to 
glorify God. 
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DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ invites all His followers to 
gather thankfully at His table to remember His love. 
 

The Kirk Session will be delighted to welcome you 
to the following celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

Sunday 11th May 2014 
- Creich Church -  

9.30am 

CONTACTS 
 

Locum Minister Rev. Dr. Gordon Jenkins  
  (01334) 652548 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jan Steyn (01334) 650751 
Session Clerk Mr Tim Brett  
Clerk to Board Mr George Cant  
Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail  
Property Mr Jim Wilson  
The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers  
Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar  
Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor  
Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson  


