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AFTERNOON CLUB 
 

The Afternoon Club goes from 

strength to strength with an average 

of 35 to 40 attending. It is held 

between 2.00pm and 3.30pm, on the 

first Monday of the month in Luthrie 

Hall. If you wish to enjoy a light 

hearted couple of hours, with loads 

of food, do come along. 
 

You won’t be disappointed!! 



The Lundin Link… 
 

From the Interim Moderator………. 
 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government 

shall be upon His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful 

Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

(Isaiah ch.9 v.6 – Authorised Version) 
 

You’ll probably recognise these words, which are read in many churches 

in the weeks before Christmas and sung at performances of ‘The 

Messiah.’ In addition to the names given in this verse, Isaiah also 

prophesied that the baby would be called ‘Emmanuel’ which means ‘God 

with us’. And so we remember every Christmas that Jesus is a sign of 

God’s love and care for us all. At Christmas we receive gifts, in the same 

way that Jesus received gifts shortly after His birth. 
 

Gifts are important at any time of the year, but of the greatest importance 

is the precious gift of Jesus Christ which God has given us. Jesus came to 

earth because God loves us, and He came to teach us to be like Him. All 

Jesus wants from us, in return, is the gift of our hearts, along with our 

love and our talents to go and work for Him in the world. But, as with 

every gift, it should be given freely and without any sense of compulsion

- given of our own freewill. The best gifts, as we have all experienced, 

are generally the ones which are not of any great monetary value, but 

into which we have put some thought and some effort. Jesus, God’s gift, 

gave His ‘all’ for us by dying for us on the Cross to save us. 
 

During this time of ministerial vacancy in the churches here, it is my 

privilege to see that the minister’s work continues. As the Rev. Neil 

McLay has said in the past, so it continues to be that the minister or, in 

my case, the ‘interim’ minister serves the whole parish - not just those 

who come to church. So, although I’d be delighted to see you at church, 

if I can be of any help to you, or if you have anything about the Christian 

faith that you would like to discuss, please feel free to contact me at 

01333-320765. 
 

May God’s rich blessing be with you at this special time. 
 

(Rev.) Iain F. Paton 
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Remember, information of activities and events is also available 
on our website- www.cfk-monimail.org.uk 
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

December 

23 Christmas Service Kilmany Church 9.30 am 

24 Watchnight Service Creich Church 11.15pm 

25 Christmas Day Service Creich Church 11.00am 

30 Joint Sunday Service Creich Church 11.00am 
  

January 2013 

 6 Regular Sunday Worship Kilmany Church 11.00am 

13    “            “            “ Creich Church “ 

20    “            “            “   Kilmany Church “ 

27    “            “            “ Creich Church “ 
 

March 

24 Palm Sunday Creich Church 11.00am 

31 Easter Sunday (Joint) Monimail Church 11.00am 
 

May 

19 Communion Kilmany Church 11.00am 

Whether you live within the area of our parishes, or beyond, we 
assure you of a warm welcome any time you visit one of our 
Churches.  
 

At this time, may I invite you to join with us in one of our 
Christmas services? 
 

Christmas is a tremendous time of celebration of the Christian 
faith. It reminds us of the Love of God which was so strong that it 
was willing to come into this world to find us and to save us. God 
came to be with us! Christmas is therefore a time of joy, a time 
for singing and for family gatherings. But most of all, Christmas is 
a time for worship. We offer ourselves to this One who loves us 
so much. It is difficult to celebrate Christmas without worshipping 
Jesus Christ. 
 

So please consider yourself invited; we should love to see you! 
Rev. Iain F. Paton 
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Sheila Simmers 

The Guild 
 

The Guild season started off with the Rededication 

Service in Kilmany Church. 

A Members Night was held on 2nd October. 

In November, we had Bill Imlay’s talk on his time as a 

School Headmaster. 

The Guild Ladies conducted the morning services in 

Creich and Monimail Churches on Sunday 18th November at the start of 

Guild Week. 

In December the Guild will be going to a pantomime. 

Meetings in January, February, March and April will have a range of 

interesting speakers coming, so we welcome anyone to our meetings held in 

Luthrie Hall at 7.15pm on the first Tuesday of each month.  

A Fellowship Lunch will be held in February following one of the Sunday 

morning services. 
 
 

Think you know the Guild?  

Well maybe you do, but maybe you should think again! 
 

The Guild movement of the Church of Scotland has been around for 125 

years - originally a way to harness the energies of women in the work of the 

church, it is now an organisation of committed women and men with a 

global reach. 

With some 27,000 members, it has made an impact around the world 

through its Project Partnership Scheme which, since 1997, has supported 36 

areas of work alongside its project partners. Impacting on people on every 

continent of the world, except Antarctica, as well as those in the UK, this 

scheme has ensured members are praying for, learning about and raising 

money for the most marginalised in society - those affected by poverty, 

drug abuse, homelessness, civil war and genocide. 

Alongside the national project work, Guilds round the country support and 

take part in community initiatives; making a difference in their own local area. 

Membership of the Scottish Women’s Commission ensures that the Guild 

has a voice into the Scottish Parliament, and reporting directly to the 

Church’s General Assembly ensures that the Church listens to what the 

Guild has to say. 
 

There isn’t space here to say all that the Guild is involved in, BUT there will 

be a space for you at your local Guild - think again, there is a lot to learn! 
 

From  “The Guild… think again!” produced by the Church of Scotland Guild 
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A prayer for Christmas 
 

Dear Father, 
 

All of us have come through this year 
facing difficulties, sorrow, joy, laughter 
and tears– so much dear Lord that we 
could go on and on, but we thank you that 
you go through everything with us. You 
never leave or forsake us, you give us 
strength for each day, and now as we 
approach Christmas, we remember the 
reason for the season- not the glitter and 
tinsel, but a celebration of an amazing 
event that saw the Son of God leaving 
heaven, to come down in human form, to 
be born in a place we wouldn’t wish any 
baby to be born. Your plan Lord to reconcile us to you has been 
set in motion, what an amazing plan, God amongst us. So Lord, 
regardless of our situation help us to remember with thanksgiving 
that the greatest gift we have ever been given, became the one 
that cost the most, but this gift lasts for ever and can be enjoyed 
for the rest of our lives -Thank you. Amen. 

Lynwen Taylor 
 

Would you like to be our Friend? 
 

The linked congregations of CFK and Monimail are now 

to be found on Facebook. 

If you are a user of this Social Media Revolution, please 

look us up for news and pictures, and feel free to post comments. 

 

The website (www.cfk-monimail.org.uk) has also had something of a 

revamp over the summer months thanks to website administrator 

Andrew Black, with the possibility of 

leaving contributions and comments here 

too– please take a look. 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1


 

Once again we supported the work of Gilven House in Glenrothes 

with gifts of tinned & packet foods and toiletries to enable the Trust 

to continue with their projects. 
 

The Staff at Gilven House are very grateful for our help. 
 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
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Saying a Prayer for His Christmas Meal 
 

Lee, A seven-year-old boy, was asked to say thanks for the Christmas 

dinner.  The family members bowed their heads in expectation.  Lee 

began his prayer, thanking God for his Mummy, Daddy, brothers, sister, 

Grandma, and all his aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank God for 

the food. 

He gave thanks for the turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even 

the cranberry sauce. Then lee paused, and everyone waited... and 

waited.  After a long silence, the young fellow looked up at his mother 

and asked, "If I thank God for the Brussels sprouts, won't he know that 

I'm lying?" 

From the internet 

 

 I shall attend to my little errands of love 

Early this year, 

So that the brief days before Christmas may be 

Unhampered and clear…. 

I shall not miss the silver silence of stars 

As I have before; 

And oh, perhaps - if I stand there very still 

And very long, 

I shall hear what the clamour of living has kept from me- 

The angel’s song. 
 

(Excerpts from Grace Noll Crowell)    
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The Missing Five Pound Note 
 
 

George worked for the Post Office and his 
job was to process all the mail that had 
illegible addresses. One day just before 
Christmas, a letter landed on his desk 
simply addressed in shaky handwriting: 'To 
God'. With no other clue on the envelope, 
George opened the letter and read: 
 

Dear God, 
I am a 93 year old widow living on the State pension. Yesterday 

someone stole my purse. It had £100 in it, which was all the money I 

had in the world and no pension due until after Christmas. Next week 

is Christmas and I had invited two of my friends over for Christmas 

lunch. Without that money, I have nothing to buy food with. I have 

no family to turn to, and you are my only hope. God; can you please 

help me? 
 

George was really touched, and being kind hearted, he put a copy of 
the letter up on the staff notice board at the sorting office where he 
worked. The letter touched the other postmen and they all dug into 
their pockets and had a whip round. Between them they raised £95. 
Using an officially franked Post Office envelope, they sent the cash on 
to the old lady, and for the rest of the day, all the workers felt a warm 
glow thinking of the nice thing they had done. 
Christmas came and went. A few days later, another letter simply 
addressed 'To God' landed in the Sorting Office. Many of the postmen 
gathered around while George opened the letter. It read, 
 

Dear God,  
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me? Because 

of your generosity, I was able to provide a lovely luncheon for my 

friends. We had a very nice day, and I told my friends of your 

wonderful gift - in fact we haven't gotten over it and even Father 

John, our parish priest, is beside himself with joy. By the way, there 

was £5 missing. I think it must have been those thieving fellows at 

the Post Office. 

 
George could not help musing on Oscar Wilde's quote: 

 'A good deed never goes unpunished' 
From the internet 

 

http://www.guy-sports.com/humor/christmas/christmas_snow.htm
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Tim’s Touches 
 

Matthew has asked me to add some points for the newsletter. Firstly to 

thank Neil and Heather McLay for being with us for the last 5½ years 

and for Neil being our pastor and leader over that time. We very much 

enjoyed having them with us and look forward to getting news of them 

from their new life in Germany and hearing how Hannah , Samuel and 

Beth are doing. I am told that Neil is “leading the high life” from some 

of the pictures he has posted on his Facebook page. Who knows we may 

have them back in Leuchars if army units are posted there in the future. 

As Neil and Heather depart we welcome in their place… Iain and 

Marjorie Paton. Iain is already proving to be a very effective Interim 

Moderator and will be taking our services for the foreseeable future and 

it is good to have Marjorie as a very senior member of the Guild, 

worshipping with us as well. If you know of anyone who would like a 

pastoral visit, please let Iain or myself know. Regular attendance at 

Sunday worship has been keeping up and we are thankful for that. 

As Iain reported to the congregation, we had a valuable joint session 

meeting with Monimail session and the Presbytery Visiting Committee 

on the 28th November regarding future ministerial arrangements. It is 

clear that we will not be allowed to call a full time minister but we 

asked them to allow us to call a part time minister as we believe that 

could meet our needs. We also re-affirmed that we wished to see the 

link with Monimail continue, and asked that Presbytery should develop 

a plan for all congregations and not just those where the minister had 

demitted office. 

We will continue to keep the congregation informed of developments in 

relation to this important issue. 

Finally can I pass on the thanks of the Children and Families social 

work team in Cupar for the gift vouchers which everyone contributed, 

they will go “ to children who are in need and at risk and who do not 

have a lot themselves”. Thank you to everyone who contributed. 
 

Tim Brett - CFK Session Clerk 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of CFK News. 
 

Contributions, suggestions and comments about the CFK Newsletter are 

always welcome– see editor’s details on back, or email cfk.news@virgin.net 



September Coffee Evening 
 

The coffee evening held in Rathillet Hall 

provided an evenings entertainment for all 

those who attended. Over £245 was raised for 

Church funds. Thanks to all those involved. 
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The Christmas Gifts Puzzler 
 

Alice, Bob, Cathy and Dan gathered together to exchange 
Christmas presents. 
Each of them brought two gifts.  Alice wrapped her gifts in green 
wrappers.  Bob wrapped his gifts in yellow wrappers.  Cathy 
wrapped her gifts in blue wrappers.  Dan wrapped his gifts in red 
wrappers.   
They drew lots to determine which gifts they are supposed to 
receive.  Each of them receive two gifts with wrappers of  different 
colours, and did not get any of the gifts they brought.  
 

Alice did not receive any gift wrapped in yellow. 
Cathy did not receive any gift wrapped in red.  
Bob did not receive any gifts wrapped in Blue. 

 
From whom did Alice, Bob, Cathy 
and Dan each receive their gifts?  
 

(Solution on Page 14) 
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As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it 
over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for 
ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing 
was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said 
about this child. All who heard the sheepherders were impressed. 

(Luke Ch2 v15-18 “The Message” translation) 
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Doris --- Our sponsored child through Compassion 
 

It is always a real 

pleasure to see the 

Compassion envelope in 

the post. The past 

months have brought a new photo of Doris who at 10 

years old is growing tall and very pretty, though 

looking rather solemn! The format of the letters has 

changed recently and provides more information 

about Doris herself and her local area and community. We now know 

that Doris and her family (parents and an older brother) live in a rural 

area about 23km north of San Miguel in El Salvador. There is 

widespread unemployment in the area and Doris's father will be lucky 

to get occasional work as a labourer on a farm - average salary per 

month around £65. 
 

Sponsorship provides Doris with not just religious education (she will 

be Roman Catholic) but also various educational opportunities plus 

medical care and recreational activities. In almost every letter Doris 

asks us to pray for her to study well so she clearly wants to do well at 

school. On the fun side, she likes running and baseball - a good 

combination. 
 

Because there is a long gap between letters, (both hers and mine have 

to be translated as her language is Spanish) it is often hard to match up 

topics but Doris seems particularly keen to know what our Scottish 

Christmas is like so I have tried to describe it for her. If anyone has 

any photographs of either church at Christmastime or even of the area 

under snow, I would love to send them to her. It must be hard to 

imagine all this for a child.  
 

Please continue to keep Doris and her family in your prayers.  

Kate Douglas 
 

The piggy banks are available in Church each Sunday for 

contributions towards Doris’ sponsorship. 
 

More information about Compassion UK can be found online at: 

www.compassionuk.org 
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The Small Tree 
 

In the dark of a winter night, 

The small tree stood 

amid the tall firs at the edge of the wood. 

It looked around 

And watched the other trees 

Sway gently, noiselessly in the breeze. 

So tall they stood at the edge of the wood. 

The small tree looked at the dawning sky.  

It pondered and thought 

“They’ve grown so high 

While I’m so short”, and wondered why. 

And the little tree was sad. 
 

Suddenly though, in the light of day 

The peace of the wood was broken. 

The noise of a motor and then of a voice 

grew loud and close. 

A van with a trailer was making its way 

beside the trees at the edge of the wood.  

Two men climbed out  

with triumphant shout. 

“Here’s the one” they cried 

as they came beside 

the small tree at the edge of the wood. 

But it was the tallest tree 

they had come to cut down; 

a splendid tree for the square in the town,  

to sparkle with lights for days and nights; 

A Christmas tree which all would see. 

The small tree pondered and thought 

“I’m far too short for an honour like that.” 

And the little tree was sad. 
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The days went past and the cold wind blew 

and small birds flew 

among the firs at the edge of the wood 

where the small tree stood. 

Then once again a van drew near 

and children’s voices sounded clear.  

They gathered round and watched with glee 

as men cut down the little tree. 

Surrounded by children the little tree thought 

“I know I’m short and I wish I knew 

what they’re planning to do with me”. 

And the little tree was sad. 
 

The van drew up by an old oak door 

and, carried inside, the small tree saw  

lights, candles, pews and so much more. 

With its branches trimmed with tinsel and gold 

and finally crowned with a silver star 

the small tree wondered and looked and saw 

laid out below him on the floor 

the strangest sight: 

 figures of men, some rich, some poor, 

animals too --  an ox, an ass and sheep, 

a woman watching a baby sleep  

in a bed of straw. 

And in the blessed peace of that silent 

night 

The little tree was glad.  

 

 

Kate Douglas 



 

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA 
 

We are very grateful for the team of volunteers who 

keep our churches cleaned inside, and maintain the 

surrounds outside. We need more volunteers though, to 

add their names to the cleaning rota for forthcoming 

months. If you are able to offer help, the rotas are to be 

found on the noticeboard at the entrances of both Creich 

and Kilmany Churches. 
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Alice received gifts from Cathy and Dan- Blue and Red Gifts. 

Bob received gifts from Alice and Dan- Green and Red Gifts. 

Cathy received gifts from Alice and Bob- Green and Yellow Gifts. 

Dan received gifts from Bob and  Cathy- Yellow and Blue and Gifts. 

Christmas Gifts Puzzler - Solution 
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For The Record 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

 24th June Anya Soplima Hadich, daughter of Dirk 

   and Rose, in Creich Church. 
 

 2nd December Lucy Anne Cuthbert, daughter of John  

   and Donna, in Creich Church. 

  

DEATHS 
 

It was with sadness that we learned of the passing of the following 

members & friends: 
 

    Tom Mason 

    Maimie Walker 

    Anne Montgomery 

    Martha Wilson 

    Isabel Symon 

Prayer Chain 
 

Jesus said: “Whenever two of you on earth 

agree about anything you pray for, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven.” 

Prayer Chain is a network of church peo-

ple dedicated to praying for people in need, 

whenever the need arises. If you need pray-

er for yourself or anyone else, just phone 

the number below. All requests will be 

treated confidentially. You don’t have to give details if 

you’d rather not; just the name or some indication of the 

prayer you need. 
 

Telephone May Edgar 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES 2013 
You are reminded 

that from the 6th of 

January 2013 all 

Sunday services at 

C r e i c h  a n d 

Kilmany will begin 

at 11.00 am. 
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CREICH, FLISK, KILMANY & MONIMAIL CHURCH 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 

welcome in the fellowship of his family, to provide the atmosphere 

and resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own 

skills in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in 

order to glorify God. 

CONTACTS 
 

Interim Moderator Rev. Iain F. Paton (01333) 320765 

Session Clerk Mr Tim Brett  

Clerk to Board Mr George Cant  

Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail  

Property Mr Jim Wilson  

The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers  

Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar  

Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor  

Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson  


