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AFTERNOON CLUB 
 

The Afternoon Club goes from 

strength to strength with an average 

of 35 to 40 attending. It is held 

between 2.00pm and 3.30pm, on the 

first Monday of the month in Luthrie 

Hall. If you wish to enjoy a light 

hearted couple of hours, with loads 

of food, do come along. 
 

You won’t be disappointed!! 
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Blackford Blessings… 
 

Dear friends, 
 

With this magazine comes the greetings and good wishes of the Church 
congregation at Creich, Flisk and Kilmany. This month of December covers 
the Christian season of Advent, which is the four Sundays before Christmas, 
right up to Christmas Eve. This year the first Sunday of Advent is also, as it 
happens, 1st December, so that’s when the advent calendars should start. 
Advent is a time of reflection, of waiting and of looking forward. 
The season of advent is embedded in some of the best known portions of 
scripture, especially some of the prophecies in the Old Testament Book of 
Isaiah. Much of scripture, the gospels in particular, were born in a culture in 
which people passed information along orally. They were careful to repeat 
things often, told only what was important, and looked for help from 
eyewitnesses to verify accuracy. The writers of the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, collected the stories about Jesus which had been circulated 
orally, and wove them into careful and distinctive accounts of what Jesus said 
and did- and why that matters. Generations of Christians have found these 
writings to truly reveal God in singular and life-changing ways. Besides, 
we’re justified in giving particular weight to the testimony of those who paid 
for their friendship with Jesus by their blood. 
But Jesus is more than just words remembered. He is interesting not only 
because of what He said, but for who He is. We should therefore also talk 
about Jesus through the medium of His friends. St. Paul, for example, who 
never met Jesus in the flesh, was accosted by Him in a spiritual sense on the 
road to Damascus. Yet Paul may know as much about Jesus as those who 
walked next to Him during His earthly lifetime. Paul didn’t know much of the 
detail of Jesus’ life, but his wildly adventurous life after this vision on the 
Damascus road shows that Paul really knew Jesus in a spiritual sense. It is 
good for us to be able to have descriptions of Jesus by men like Paul whose 
life, when all is said and done, was really disrupted by Jesus. It’s like the 
saying that the burning sun is sometimes best viewed by those upon whom it 
shines. 
 

I do hope that something of the accounts of Jesus, and the message of who He 
was- and still is for those who follow Him- will enter your heart at this 
coming season. If you are not a Church-goer, then please do nevertheless 
consider yourself invited at any of our Christmas services or, indeed, at any 
other time. During 2013, we meet at 11am on Sundays, alternately at Creich 
and Kilmany Churches; in 2014 we shall be holding the weekly service at 
9.30am. 
 

With every blessing and good wish. 
 

Iain F. Paton 
 

Locum Minister. 
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

December 

22 Christmas Service Kilmany Church 11.00 am 
24 Watchnight Service Monimal Church 11.15 pm 

25 Christmas Day Service Monimail Church 11.00 am 

29 United Sunday Service Creich Church 11.00 am 
 

January 2014 

 5 Regular Sunday Worship Kilmany Church 9.30 am 

12    “            “            “ Creich Church “ 

19    “            “            “   Kilmany Church “ 

26    “            “            “ Creich Church “ 
 

March 

30 United Sunday Service Monimail Church 11.00 am 
 

April 

13 Palm Sunday Creich Church 9.30 am 

20 Easter Sunday  Kilmany Church 9.30 am 
 

May 

11 Communion Creich Church 9.30 am 

From our Interim Moderator 
 

Dear Friends 
 

We are in the season of good wishes, love and kindness. It is a season of 
reaching out to others. It tells the story of God reaching out to us. It is the 
season of coming together. And it is the season on humbleness and 
reflection. As your Interim Moderator I too extend my best wishes to you as 
a family of believers, as people who share the story of God-with-us, 
Emmanuel. 
May this Christmas - even though in a small way - deepen our 
understanding of ourselves and once again open our eyes to the difference 
each and every one of us make in our community.  
 

With love.   
 

Jan Steyn   
Interim Moderator 
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The Guild 
 

This year’s Guild theme is “A Fellowship to 
Build.” 
We started with a rededication service on 20th 
September. 
At the first meeting on October 1st, our speaker 
was Doug Logan with his poems. 
On November 5th, Kate Douglas gave us a talk on 
Guy Fawkes– just right for this night. 
On December 3rd the Guild Christmas party was held. 
 

The Guild meets in Luthrie Hall, on the first Tuesday of the month 
(October to April) at 7.15pm. All are very welcome. 

Sheila Simmers 
 

 

Hosting an International 
Student 

 

Many international students come to 
Scotland to study at our universities. 
 

Will they make contact with people and 
life beyond the academic environment?  
 

What will they do for a homely break if home is too far away?  
 

For 26 years, national charity HOST has been linking students with 
volunteer hosts, who invite a student to spend a day, a weekend, 
Christmas or New Year in their home. 
Chatting, eating together, playing games, seeing the area, joining in 
with the local community, making friends – a HOST visit lays down 
wonderful memories to be re-lived in China, India, the USA and many 
other parts of the world. And hosts learn from their guests too. 
 

If you could make a student welcome, please contact HOST through 
www.hostuk.org or call HOST’s voluntary regional organiser for 
Scotland, Alan Robson, on 01946 825170. 

 

 

Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of CFK News. 
 

Contributions, suggestions and comments about the CFK Newsletter are 
always welcome– see editor’s details on back, or email: 

CFK-News@churchgoers.co.uk 

http://www.hostuk.org.uk/index.html
http://www.hostuk.org


Remember, information of activities and events is also available 
on our website- www.cfk-monimail.org.uk 
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Christmas Gathering 
 

We’re lucky here together 
Not alone and in despair 

We can choose to be in company 
We can choose a quiet chair 

 

We can look on Gods great blessing 
And praise him for the birth 

That rekindled that great story 
And His love for us on earth 

 

But let’s not take for granted 
The memories of these days 

A few we spent together 
Then departed different ways 

 

Lets not forget those carols sung 
Which tell us of his love 

And the narrow path he gave us 
To be with Him above 

 

Christmas can be good to us 
A time of love and cheer 

But let’s pray that we show that love 
Right throughout the year 

Doug Logan 

Once again we supported the work of Gilven House 
in Glenrothes with gifts of tinned & packet foods and 
toiletries to enable the Trust to continue with their 
projects. 
 

The Staff at Gilven House are very grateful for our 
help. 
 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
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Istanbul & the Seven Churches of Asia 
 

Our Locum Minister, Revd. Iain Paton will be leading an 
eleven day pilgrimage, leaving from Edinburgh on 4th 
April 2014, to the ancient land of Turkey which lies at the 
heart of the New Testament Church. 
 

The origins of Christianity lie in the ruins of the churches, 
which generated the growth of our faith westwards from 
Asia into Europe. Our understanding of the early Christian 
communities is deepened at places such as Ephesus, Miletus and Laodicea and 
the lives of St Paul and St John become interwoven. The people, the sites and 
the geography give us an insight into the world of the first century church. 
 

The holiday has three distinct parts. It begins with three days in Istanbul, one 
of the great cities of the world, with a culture and geography that looks both 
east and west. We then have some long drives in the countryside visiting the 
ruins of the seven churches of Revelation. The final four days are based at a 
resort hotel by the Aegean Sea, a comfortable and relaxing end to our odyssey. 
 

More details can be found on the McCabe Pilgrimages website www.mccabe-
travel.co.uk. (or Google “Iain Paton Turkey” to go direct to the specific 
details). 
 

Iain can be contacted on 01764 682234, or by email- 
iain.f.paton@btinternet.com 

 

The Birth of Jesus 
 

This is how Jesus Christ was born. A young woman named Mary was 
engaged to Joseph from King David’s family. But before they were married, 
she learned that she was going to have a baby by God’s Holy Spirit. Joseph 
was a good man and did not want to embarrass Mary in front of everyone. 
So he decided to quietly call off the wedding. 
While Joseph was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord came to him 
in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph, the baby that Mary will have is from 
the Holy Spirit. Go ahead and marry her. Then after her baby is born, name 
him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
So the Lord’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said, “A virgin will 
have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is 
with us.” 
After Joseph woke up, he and Mary were soon married, just as the Lord’s 
angel had told him to do. But they did not sleep together before her baby 
was born. Then Joseph named him Jesus. 

Matthew 1 v18-24 (Contemporary English Version) 

http://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/
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Tim’s Touches 
 

Can I begin by thanking Iain Paton for continuing to be our Locum Minister 
during 2013. Iain and Marjorie moved to Blackford in Perthshire in June but 
we have continued to enjoy Iain’s support and leadership. Iain has been 
replaced as Interim Moderator by the Rev. Jan Steyn from Cupar St. Johns 
and Dairsie. 
 

As most of you will know Presbytery did agree that CFK/ Monimail should 
have a part time minister, but we cannot proceed to advertise the position 
until the Presbytery Plan is agreed. The good news here is that Brian 
Porteous, who most of you know from his time in training with us as a 
Reader, has been appointed to chair the Presbytery Committee that will 
prepare the plan, but it will be next year before it is agreed. 
 

In the meantime we need to continue to worship together, support each other 
and seek opportunities to serve Jesus in our lives. 
 

On a personal note we are delighted to have our daughter Deborah home 
from Peru, where she has been teaching English as a foreign language .We 
hope she may have time to catalogue the old session and other documents 
that we cleared from the manse (which is now let). 
It was interesting to see that our church back in 1805 was contributing to the 
survivors and families of the battle of Trafalgar ….today we have recently 
been asked to support the victims of the Philippines typhoon. The Brett 
family support a child there through Compassion,  and are pleased that as 
far as we know Roy is safe.  
 

A very happy Christmas to you all when it comes. 
 

Tim Brett - CFK Session Clerk 

~ Give God what's right - not what's left ~ 
 

~ A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing ~ 
 

~ To be almost saved is to be totally lost ~ 
 

~ When praying, don't give God instructions - just report for duty ~ 
 

~ Forbidden fruits create many jams ~ 
 

~ WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent burning ~ 

 

To all the volunteers who work tirelessly throughout the year keeping our 
church buildings cleaned and maintained, providing flowers for Sunday 
services, and serving tea and coffee after church at the start of each month 
(and anyone else)–   A Big Thank You 

Our Church couldn’t function without you! 
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Doris --- Our sponsored child through Compassion 
 

As Doris’s letters to us 
have increased in 
number over the past 
year, we are learning 
more and more about both Doris and her family as 
well as about her country – El Salvador. In addition to 
school where her favourite subject is maths and where 
she is now learning computer skills, she attends a 

Development Centre where she receives a very full Christian 
education. She seems to really know and enjoy her Bible and is keen 
to share her own favourite stories and find out what mine are. We 
were amused to discover that her favourite psalm, Psalm 150 is the 
shortest one! 
On the lighter side, she likes softball and playing with dolls and her 
letters always contain a colourful drawing. She has told us that she 
likes helping her mother with household chores. Her father seems to 
work on a farm but he will have a very low wage. It is good that her 
older brother is still at school. 
Doris always asks us to pray for her and for her family, especially that 
she will do well at school and that her family will remain healthy. She 
always ends her letters with a very affectionate message and seeing 
the Compassion envelope in the post always guarantees some happy 
reading. 

Kate Douglas 
 

The piggy banks are available in Church each Sunday for 
contributions towards Doris’ sponsorship. 
 

More information about Compassion UK can be found online at: 

www.compassionuk.org 

 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
 

Dear God, so far today, I’ve done all right. I haven’t gossiped, and I 
haven’t lost my temper. I haven’t been grumpy, nasty or selfish, and I’m 
really glad of that! But in a few minutes, God, I’m going to get out of 
bed, and from then on, I’m probably going to need a lot of help.  
Thank you! Amen. 



Royal Voluntary Service (Formally WRVS)  

 

The Royal Voluntary Service in Fife offers a Community Transport and Good 
Neighbours service, which provides transport and support to individuals who 
cannot access services, use the public transport system or who need additional 
support. Our volunteers provide assistance similar to that which may be offered by 
a good neighbour, family friend or relative if they were available and able.  
 

We are currently looking for volunteers to assist in providing this valuable service. 
 

Our volunteers provide transport and assistance to individuals who cannot otherwise get out 
and about to carry out their personal business. Transport related tasks may include; 
 

- Hospital and other medical appointments   
- Personal business - bank, building society, solicitor, grocery shopping, post office etc. 
- Socially related business – personal shopping, visiting family/friends, hairdresser, etc. 
 

Complimenting the transport provision, our volunteers also provide companionship, 
assistance and support to individuals - this could come in the form of a helping hand, a 
listening ear, or simply a comforting presence. 
This valuable service helps people maintain their independence and dignity, and allows 
individuals to get out and about in their local community. 
 

There is a cost to using the service, we make a charge of 45p per mile (from the volunteers 
home, to the service-users home, to the destination and return). There may be other out of 
pocket expenses to pay - cup of tea and cake for a volunteer who has to wait for two hours 
or more, or parking charges for example. Approximate costs and agreement will be 
discussed at time of booking. All costs charged to the service-user are to cover the 
volunteer expenses. 
 

We can provide Community Transport free to those who are living in the East of Fife 
(including Levenmouth and East Wemyss), who are registered blind or visually impaired. 
This is possible through the funds we received from The Lady Margaret Skiffington Trust. 
You may be aware that in the East Fife area have 2 fully accessible Minibuses to hire, 
which are funding in kind from Fife Council. We support local clubs and organisations that 
organise their own outings and events by providing them with affordable group transport.  
 

Volunteering  
The Royal Voluntary service follows a vigorous recruitment process, which involves 
potential volunteers attending an informal interview to establish whether RVS is the best 
organisation for the individual, and complete the necessary paperwork (Royal Voluntary 
Service and PVG – previously Disclosure Scotland – application forms), two referees are 
also required.  Once all checks are completed, an induction at local level will be organised 
to introduce the volunteer to the service office staff and other new volunteers, this also 
ensures that the volunteer is completely prepared and ready to volunteer with our 
organisation.Volunteers are paid out of pocket expenses, and this is the charge that we 
make to the service-user (as described previously). 
 

If you would like more information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I thank you for your time and 
look forward to hearing from you.  
 

Sarah Greig 
East Fife Service Manager 

Westbridge Mill, Bridge Street, Kirkcaldy, KY1 1TE 
Tel:  01592 269654 

 

www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 
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Prayer Chain 
 

Jesus said: “Whenever two of you on earth 
agree about anything you pray for, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven.” 
Prayer Chain is a network of church peo-
ple dedicated to praying for people in need, 
whenever the need arises. If you need pray-
er for yourself or anyone else, just phone 
the number below. All requests will be 
treated confidentially. You don’t have to 
give details if you’d rather not; just the name or some 
indication of the prayer you need. 
 

Telephone May Edgar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES 2014 
 

You are reminded 
that from the 5th of 
January 2014 all 
Sunday services at 
Creich and 
Kilmany will begin 
at 9.30 am. 
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CREICH, FLISK, KILMANY & MONIMAIL CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 
welcome in the fellowship of his family, to provide the atmosphere 
and resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own 
skills in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in 
order to glorify God. 

CONTACTS 
 

Locum Minister Rev. Iain F. Paton (01764) 682234 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jan Steyn (01334) 650751 
Session Clerk Mr Tim Brett  
Clerk to Board Mr George Cant  
Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail  
Property Mr Jim Wilson  
The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers  
Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar  
Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor  
Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson  


