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AFTERNOON CLUB

The Afternoon Club goes from 
strength to strength with an average 
of 35 to 40 attending. It is held 
between 2.00pm and 3.30pm, on the 
first Monday of the month in Luthrie 
Hall. If you wish to enjoy a light 
hearted couple of hours, with loads 
of food, do come along.

You won’t be disappointed!!

Creich, Flisk and Kilmany Church of Scotland
Scottish Charity No. SC001097



From the manse…
And it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. (Luke 2: 1)

Is there ever a good time to have a 
baby? Most people I know plan, 
prepare and try to provide as much 
as possible before the ‘new arrival’ makes their appearance. But, however 
much we try to organise, nothing can prepare you when the day comes – and 
this I know from personal experience! Mary and Joseph began their life 
together in the most testing of circumstances: neither came from prosperous 
backgrounds, rumours of infidelity surrounded their courtship, and their first 
child was born whilst they were staying away from friends and family in 
that ‘little town of Bethlehem’. Why were they in Bethlehem? To have the 
privilege of having their taxes raised! 
This past year will no doubt have presented challenges to most of us. It’s 
comforting to remember that it was in the middle of corrupt politics, 
despotic kings, and uncertain times that the God of Heaven and Earth sent 
his Son to be born and live among us. Jesus has many names in the Bible: 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, but perhaps the most comforting is the Prince 
of Peace.

May the Prince of Peace be with you all this Christmas,

Neil 
Contact the Minister

The Church of Scotland continues to stand by it’s commitment of being the 
‘National Church’. Put simply, this means I’m the minister for the whole 
parish, not just church members or people who come to church services. If I 
can be of any help, or if you have any questions about the Christian faith, 
get in touch! I’d love to hear from you!
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

December
18 Christmas Service Kilmany Church 11.30am
18 Carol Service Creich Church 6.00pm
24 Watchnight Service Monimail Church 11.15pm
25 Christmas Day Service Monimail Church 11.00am
January 2012
1 New Year Communion Creich Church 9.30am
8 Kilmany Church “

15 Creich Church “
22 Kilmany Church “
29 Joint service Creich Church 11.00am
April
1 Palm Sunday Kilmany Church 9.30am
8 Easter Sunday (Joint) Creich Church 11.00am
May
13 Communion Creich Church 9.30am

CHURCH CLEANING ROTA
We are very grateful for the team of volunteers who keep our 
churches cleaned inside, and maintain the surrounds outside. 
We need more volunteers though, to add their names to the 
cleaning rota for forthcoming months. If you are able to offer 
help, the rotas are to be found on the noticeboard at the 
entrances of both Creich and Kilmany Churches.

Smartie Tube Appeal
Many thanks to all those who are conscientiously filling 
their Smartie Tubes with loose change in aid of our property 
repairs to the Churches and manse.
So far £2063 has been collected, but please keep collecting!
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The Guild
Meetings started with the Guild Rededication in October 
and a talk by Rev Neil McLay on this year’s Guild 
theme- “Called to Walk Humbly with God”.
For the November meeting Mr Jim Gales and his guide 
dog, Zeb came along for a talk.
On Sunday 27th November, the Guild led a joint 
worship service in Creich Church to mark the end of Guild Week. A 
Fellowship Lunch followed this in Luthrie Hall where around 35 diners 
enjoyed a tasty bowl of soup (or two) with bread roll, followed by 
biscuits and cheese. An offering of £150 was taken in aid of Church 
Funds. (Ed- Many thanks and well done to Guild members involved in 
organising this very enjoyable get together).

Meetings planned for the rest of the current session:
]#

December - visit to Pantomime in Newport.
January- talk by Mrs Sheena Fowler on her Journey through Nursing.
February - talk on Kidney Transplant; Before and After.
March 2nd (Fri)- World Day of Prayer. 
March 6th– talk by Mr Peter Douglas on SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors, 

Airmen and Families Association) 
April 3rd - AGM, together with a Floral Demonstration by Jane Munro.

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month in Luthrie Hall at 7.15pm from 
October to April. All are very welcome.

Sheila Simmers

Changes to Sunday Services
Some changes are being introduced for Sunday 
morning worship in CFK for 2012. Services will start 
half an hour earlier at  9.30 am (11.00 am for services 
at Monimail).
Also, as we try to have more co-operation between the 
congregations of CFK and Monimail, on months with 
five Sundays, a joint service will be held on the last 
Sunday at 11.00am alternating between CFK and 
Monimail. The first of these services will be held in 
Creich Church on 29th January 2012.
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TEARFUND CONFERENCE
I was lucky to be able to represent CFK Church in early October at a 
Tearfund Seminar held in Perth. Church representatives from throughout 
Scotland met in the Baptist Church to talk about their church's outreach, and 
to discuss how to remember the developing churches, in our own 
congregations. 
The seminar was led by a team of 
seven young people from Tearfund 
Scot land who have enormous 
enthusiasm and passion for the churches overseas. Eighty representatives 
came from all over Scotland, from Orkney to the Borders, Inverness, 
Glasgow, Kilmarnock and Edinburgh and Luthrie!, from Church of 
Scotland, Baptist and Episcopalian churches.
We were invited to focus on three areas: Uganda, Peru and Nepal, countries 
which the Tearfund team had visited or had close contact with. The report 
from Uganda outlined how the churches were galvanised by wonderful 
pastors who encouraged the local people to create new possibilities for 
themselves, and to reach out to each others' needs in the name of Jesus: 
needs that were not unfamiliar to us Scots - struggling families, lonely folk, 
failing businesses, inadequate diets, emptying churches. Through a sense of 
purpose and commitment these situations are being transformed for the 
good.
The Seminar displayed crafts and goods that were produced by the churches 
(and can be ordered from Created.org); discussed campaigning and 
information; and spent about a third of our day in prayer and praise.
And over lunch we were able to compare the ways in which our own 
congregations were tackling issues, and it was heartening to hear of growing 
congregations, thriving afterschool groups, committed lunch clubs for the 
elderly, schemes to visit folk in their own homes, and above all, groups of 
prayer and praise.
We may not all face the same problems, but we all have access to the same 
power to resolve them- that of God's love, his strength and his eternal 
faithfulness.
For more information about Tearfund, and how you can follow the progress 
of the churches in Uganda, Peru or Nepal, visit Tearfund.org.

Barbara Brett
Remember, information of activities and events is also available 
on our website- www.cfk-monimail.org.uk

http://www.cfk-monimail.org.uk


Who started Christmas?
This morning I heard a story on the radio of a woman who was out 
Christmas shopping with her two children.
After many hours of looking at row after row of toys and everything else 
imaginable, and after hours of hearing both her children asking for 
everything they saw on those many shelves, she finally made it to the 
elevator with her two kids.
Eventually the elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd in the 
lift. She pushed her way in, dragging her two kids with her and all the bags 
of stuff.
When the doors closed she couldn't take it anymore and stated, "Whoever 
started this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and shot."
From the back of the lift everyone heard a quiet calm voice respond "Don't 
worry we already crucified Him." 
For the rest of the trip down the elevator it was so quiet you could have 
heard a pin drop.
Don't forget this year to keep the One who started this whole Christmas 
thing in your every thought, deed, purchase, and word. If we all did it, just 
think of how different this whole world would be.

"JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON"
From the internet
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New Year Communion
1st January 2012

To mark the first Sunday of 2012, New Year’s 
Day itself, an informal Communion will be 
celebrated in Creich Church as part of morning 
worship on Sunday 1st January at 9.30am.

September Coffee Evening
The coffee evening held in Rathillet Hall 
provided an evenings entertainment for all those 
who attended. A total of £276 was raised for 
Church funds. Thanks to all those involved.
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Harvest Thanksgiving

Once again we supported the work of Gilven House in Glenrothes with 
gifts of tinned & packet foods and toiletries to enable the Trust to continue 
with their projects.
The Staff at Gilven House are very grateful for our help.
The Harvest Envelopes were also very successful this year with £725 going 
to church funds from donations and gift aid.

St Cuthbert’s Way
Barbara and I enjoy walking, so for our half term break we walked the 63 
miles of St Cuthbert’s Way from Melrose, through the Borders to Holy 
Island on the Northumberland coast. The route links places associated with 
St Cuthbert, who began his ministry about 650 AD.
St Cuthbert’s faith was based on a deep knowledge and understanding of 
the natural world. He was never afraid of natural phenomenon such as 
storms or winter snows, seeing them as part of the seasonal round. We 
know that Cuthbert found comfort and true refreshment in walking. 
Travelling at a natural pace on foot allows time for contemplation and for 
the cares and worries of our modern world to be forgotten.
During the course of our walk we visited a number of churches- in 
Bowden, St Boswell’s, Morebattle, as well as on Holy Island itself, all of 
which were open to the public and unattended. They were welcoming and 
provided information on their history as well as the present day activities 
of their congregations and we wondered if we shouldn’t consider opening 
our churches as well?
The “highlight” of our journey was the final crossing to Holy Island –in 
our bare feet following the old Pilgrim’s route across the sands – a distance 
of over 2 miles following a line of poles and away from the traffic on the 
causeway. An uplifting if rather chilly experience in October!
For those of you who haven’t been- stop off at Holy Island when you are 
travelling south and visit the 12th century Priory and see the statue of St 
Cuthbert in the grounds. 

Tim Brett
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The Shepherds visit baby Jesus in the stable

9

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. (Luke Ch2 v16 NIV)



10

COMPASSION SUNDAY
On 18th September our service was dedicated to the work of 
Compassion, the charity which arranges sponsorship for needy children, 
and through whom we sponsor our own child, Doris.
The charity works in 14 countries worldwide but it works exclusively 
through the local churches, and it is they who identify the children to be 
assisted; the type of project that will be most effective; and the size of the 
project that it can manage. Of course, sometimes the need outstrips these 
criteria!
The churches who are supported by Compassion offer centres to children 
which help them materially, socially, economically and spiritually. 
Feeding centres are established where the children receive what may be 
their only meal each day: they are given the opportunity to play with 
friends, to learn some basic education, and to chat and be children - a 
rare chance to be free from the responsibilities many have, when they 
may be the sole breadwinner for their family, or have duties to perform 
within their household.
Compassion never turns a child away from a centre on religious grounds, 
nor does it insist on the child being a Christian, but the children are told 
stories from the Bible, and through the care and example of their 
guardians they learn about the redeeming and personal love of God.
Many children grow in character and in ability so that eventually they are 
able to reach their potential and take their place in the world: sometimes 
it is their sponsor alone, who takes the time to write to them, who 
encourages them and shows their love as they are growing up. For some 
children, their sponsor may be the only Christian they know.
Two more children were sponsored as a result of our special Sunday. To 
sponsor a child costs only £18 a month.
If you would like more information about this project, please contact 
Barbara or the Minister.

"If it wasn't for his love, his support and 
his sponsorship maintaining me in the 
project, I'm sure that I would not be who I am today".

(Felipe, from Rio de Janeiro, talking about his sponsor)

Barbara Brett
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Compassion - Our Sponsored Child
Our sponsorship of Doris, the 9 year old girl in El Salvador 
continues.
The piggy banks are available in Church each Sunday for 
contributions towards Doris’ sponsorship.
Sponsors are encouraged to remember the sponsored child 
in their prayers, and to write to them. If you would be 
interested in writing to Doris, please speak to Kate 
Douglas.

Compassion programmes are all Christ Centred, Child Focused and 
Church Based.

More information about Compassion 
UK can be found online at:

www.compassionuk.org

http://www.compassionuk.org
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Evolutionist Christmas and Easter
Christmas Day is the day evolutionists all over the world celebrate the day 
Jesus evolved.
In Jesus' lifetime, evolutionists from all over Israel and beyond flocked to 
see him, because they thought he was an impressive example of the way 
humans might evolve in the future. They marvelled at him, and were full of 
hope for humanity, filled with joy that their descendants might one day 
evolve to be able to do all the miracles Jesus could do. Some at first thought 
he was a con-man, and were alarmed that humanity might evolve to all be 
con-people instead. But they were convinced he was a genuine specimen of 
advanced evolution by the number of people who said he'd helped them. So 
they came to adore him.
But sadly, some men who weren't as evolutionarily advanced as Jesus, killed 
him, because evolution hadn't yet eradicated their violence genes. All his 
evolutionist fans went into mourning.
But then, just three days later, he committed the spectacularly evolutionarily 
advanced feat of rising from the dead!
Evolutionists thought a fraud must have been committed at first; but then 
Jesus appeared to them in person, so they all believed.
They were even more impressed with Jesus than they had been before, and 
celebrated his resurrection as a great feat of evolution and a wondrous 
example of the way humanity might evolve in the future. They rejoiced to 
think their descendants might all evolve to be able to rise from death.
Even to this day, they celebrate Easter as a great day of rejoicing, the 
greatest evolutionist festival of the year, the commemoration of the greatest 
evolutionary marvel in history. They give each other Easter eggs, to 
symbolise how Jesus proved that evolution could one day be so advanced 
that humans could evolve to break out of tombs as easily as if they were 
eggs, just as Jesus did.
And on Christmas Day, they all celebrate the time when Jesus first evolved, 
and give each other presents in commemoration, and as a celebration of 
evolution evolving people enough to want to give presents. They have 
parties and sing Christmas carols about the wonders of evolution and the 
greatness of Jesus. They put Christmas trees in their houses to celebrate the 
wonders of phylogenetic trees, and send each other Christmas cards with 
pictures of evolutionarily advanced specimens on them, to remind each 
other of and celebrate the best evolution has to offer.

From the internet
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Christmas Tree-search

How many Nativity 
related words can 
you find decorating 
the Christmas Tree?

Solution on p14
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SENSES
The clank of chain, a long contented sigh,

The smell of the beasts, well bedded, 
warm and dry,

Small rustlings in the straw, the steady 
munch of hay,

Oh what a sense of peace at the end of the 
day.

The green of the grass when the last 
snow has gone,
The sense of nature wakening ‘neath the 
shy spring sun,
The smell of new turned earth, the 
sounds of birth and life,
Oh what a joy after winter’s toil and 
strife.

The smell of a harvest field, the ever 
growing stack,

The sound of men and horses in the 
evening, coming back,

The first star shimmering as slowly 
dies the sun,

Oh God pays well for work well done.

Sheena Fowler

Mary
Magi
Jesus
Saviour
Myrrh
Angel

Hay
Manger
Peace
Joseph
Goodwill
Bethlehem

Baby
Donkey
Virgin
Gabriel
Inn
King

Gold
Good News
Herod
Messiah
Star
Shepherd

Christmas Tree-Search Solution
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For The Record

BAPTISMS
28th August Sophie Stewart, daughter of Daniel and 

Fiona Stewart, in Kilmany Church.

1st November Alison McLuckie (adult) in Creich 
Church.

WEDDINGS
25th June Marilyn Brown to Kenny Monroe, 

in Kilmany Church.

3rd December Alison McLuckie to James Cuthbert, 
in Creich Church.

DEATHS
It was with sadness that we learned of the passing of the 
following member & friend:
September Willie Blair

Very many thanks to everyone who provided contributions to 

the magazine.
If you have a contribution or comment about the CFK 

newsletter, we would be delighted to hear it.

Email - cfk.news@virgin.net



SERVICES 2012
You are reminded 
that from 1st 
January 2012 all 
Sunday services at 
C r e i c h a n d 
Kilmany will begin 
at 9.30 am.
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CREICH, FLISK, KILMANY & MONIMAIL CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 
welcome in the fellowship of his family, to provide the atmosphere and 
resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own skills 
in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in order to 
glorify God.

CONTACTS
Minister Rev. Neil McLay
Session Clerk Mr Tim Brett
Clerk to Board Mr George Cant
Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail
Property Mr Jim Wilson
The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers
Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar
Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor
Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson


