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Dear friends, 
As we journey through the Christmas season it is wise to reflect on what 
“Advent” means. It is the coming of God to earth to save us, in the Person of 
Jesus Christ through His birth at Bethlehem, His life, death and glorious 
resurrection.
Linda and I spent the first Sunday in Advent worshipping in a Church of 
Scotland at Pitlochry and were stirred in spirit by the whole service. 
Among the many things that spoke to me was a reference by the minister to the 
great German theologian and Professor of Dogmatics, Karl Barth.  Barth’s 
contribution to theological debate in the 20th century was immense, producing 
huge volumes of closely argued theology. When he was an old man, he was 
asked at a conference what his greatest theological discovery had been. The 
vast hall waited in anticipation to hear the great man’s response. Very simply 
he said, “Jesus loves me.  This I know, for the Bible tells me so!”
That’s advent!  God came down at Christmas because He loved us and wanted 
to do something about our need.
During the service we sang the Hymn “O come, O Come Immanuel”, including 
v.4, ”O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent  
here. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to 
flight”.
The person who had prepared the overheads had made a mistake and the second 
line read, “Our spirits by thine advents here”. However, as I thought about it, I 
felt that the mistake added to our understanding of advent.
Advent is not just about Christ’s coming at Bethlehem to encounter the fallen 
world back then, it is about Christ’s many comings now to the world in which 
God has set us. It is about the many advents which ought to be taking place 
among his people on earth now. We are God’s advents today, bringing light 
into darkness. To many a heart you are, in Christ, the advent that they need. 
Though it is not true that God has no hands but our hands, or no feet but our 
feet, nevertheless we are often the means by which the Spirit brings Christ to 
our world. We are today’s “advents”. That is why it is so important that we 
should maintain a place of worship in the vast tract of parish that makes up 
Creich, Flisk and Kilmany. At the start of the war it was said that lights were 
going out over Europe. Today, spiritual light is being extinguished throughout 
Scotland. God needs you to be his advents, to keep the flame burning. Let’s not 
let Him down.

“It isn’t far to Bethlehem town,
It’s anywhere that Christ comes down,

And feels in people’s smiling face, A loving and abiding place.
The road to Bethle’m runs right through

The homes of folks like me and you.”  (Mark Stibbe)
With loving Christmas wishes,

Gordon
Rev. Dr. Gordon Jenkins  Locum Minister

Creich, Flisk and Kilmany Church of Scotland 

 

Scottish Charity No. SC001097 

Carols from Creich 
 
 

A feast of Christmas music and 
carols will be heard in Creich 

Church on Sunday 20th December. 
 

Mince pies, tea and coffee will be 
served from 6.00pm, 

with the carols commencing at 
6.30pm. 

 

- Everyone is welcome - 
No tickets - No charge 

Just come along! 
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COMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

December 
 20 Christmas Service Creich Church 11.00 am 

 20 Carols from Creich Creich Church  6.30 pm 

 24 Watchnight Service Creich Church 11.15 pm 
 25 Christmas Day Service Creich Church 11.00 am 

 27 Sunday Service Kilmany Church 11.00 am 

 

January 2015 

 3 Regular Sunday Worship Creich Church 11.00 am 

 10    “            “            “ Kilmany Church “ 
 17    “            “            “ Creich Church  “ 
 24     “            “            “ Kilmany Church “ 
 31    “            “            “ Creich Church  “ 
 

March 

 20 Palm Sunday Kilmany Church 11.00 am 

 27 Easter Sunday Creich Church 11.00 am 
 

 May 

 22 Communion Creich Church 11.00 am 

Messy Christmas!
Dear Friends,
Recently I was given two books of prayers and reflections by two different 
people. One came out of a chance meeting with a man from Liverpool when 
we were on Lindisfarne in November. We had a few chats and I discovered 
that he was facing some major challenges in his life. To my surprise, on our 
last evening, he handed me a book of poems which he had written. 
He has faced times of mental illness and social isolation, but somewhere 
along the way, God has touched his life. His poems are marked by the stark 
realities of his life, and the tender realisation of God’s presence:

“You brought back my spirit and my hope
With a handful of grace on my shoulder
And a small river of prayer.
You left me overwhelmed.”

The other book is a series of “Advent Reflections” by a fellow minister. She 
writes of “Messy Advent”, where God comes among us “in chaos, and upset 
and mess”.

“God does not wait
Until we have tidied the study
Or cleared up the house
Ready for the decorations.
God comes in the midst 
of our upset
And disarray.”

Some of us approach this Christmas feeling that life is messy and making 
little sense. We may be wishing that our health was better, our family more 
settled and our finances more stable. The neat images on the Christmas 
cards seem to mock us. Merry Christmas feels more like a messy Christmas! 
Well, I think my two friends have it right. God comes into the messiness of 
life and meets us in the midst of it all. Christmas is about the God coming to 
us, born to an unmarried mother, under a foreign regime, miles from home, 
in a wee backwater of a town, in a stable at the back of an inn. One of his 
names is Immanuel – which means “God with us”.
May you discern God coming to you in the mess, and, like my friend, be 
“just a little overwhelmed”.
Grace and peace to you all,
Peter Neilson
Interim Moderator

Clerk to the Board– George Cant 
 

Our former Clerk to the Board, George Cant, very sadly passed away in 
October after a long and lingering illness. George and his late wife Madge 
were both strong supporters of CFK church, and George very diligently 
carried out his duties as Clerk to the Congregational Board. 
George was also heavily involved with the running of Kilmany Parish Hall in 
Rathillet, where he was chairman for several years. Having been a joiner, and 
latterly site manager on many construction projects during his work career, 
George was often called upon by Church or hall for advice or hands-on work 
in the stewardship of the buildings. 
Our thoughts are with George’s children and sister at this time. 
 
Our treasurer Effie Trail has kindly offered to take on the role of Clerk to the 
Board meantime.  
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Creich, Flisk and Kilmany 
 
 

Pointers to the Future 
 

Over recent months, the Kirk Session and 
Congregational Board have been giving 
considerable thought to the way that CFK 
will be served in the future. We will be 
part of a cluster of churches which 
includes Balmerino and Wormit, 
Leuchars: St Athernase, Newport and 
Tayport, with the area being served by 
the ministers of these churches in a 
“group practice” ministry.  
 

CFK will come under the “guardianship” of Presbytery within the cluster, and 
be served by a long-term locum. New regulations allow Presbytery to apply to 
Ministries Council for the locum to be appointed for two days plus a Sunday 
rather than only one day. This will allow time for pastoral care of the 
congregation and to develop links with the parish community. 
 

The congregation has been served faithfully by The Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins 
for the past two years. We are very grateful for all that he has done in leading 
worship, training worship teams, attending to people who are ill and 
conducting funerals in times of bereavement.  Gordon will see us through to 
the point of transition to a new locum, but we do not want to presume on his 
kindness and faithful service longer than is absolutely necessary. We hope to 
move forward to a new appointment as soon as we have the necessary 
approvals. 
 

In December, the Presbytery lifted the terms of the Presbytery Plan of 2014 
which suggested a link with Newport and the closure of Creich church, 
recognising that other options have emerged over the past year. The new 
cluster arrangement will allow for more fluid relationships across the 
churches.  
 

The decision about the future of buildings is currently in the hands of the Kirk 
Session and the Congregational Board – whether to retain both or to close one 
and concentrate worship and activities in one place. Representatives of 
Presbytery have met with us and discussed the options for the buildings, but as 
this letter goes to print, the Kirk Session has still to come to a definitive 
position on what will happen. The congregation will be kept informed of any 
decisions made. 
 

Please pray for all involved in making these decisions and in turning them into 
constructive and creative ways of seeing CFK thrive under God in the future. 
 

Peter Neilson 
Interim Moderator 
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They Saw The Child and Worshiped Him 
 

The wise men couldn't have imagined 
humbler circumstances than those 
surrounding the birth of Jesus.  
 

Max Lucado paints the picture- 
 

The ground is hard, the hay scarce. Cobwebs 
cling to the ceiling...Mary looks into the face 
of her Son. Her Lord. His Majesty. At this 
point the human being who best understands 
who God is and what He's doing is a teenage 
girl...She remembers the angel's words, “His Kingdom will never end," 
Majesty in the midst of the mundane. Holiness in the filth of sheep 
manure and sweat. Divinity entering the world on the floor of a stable. 
This baby had once overlooked the universe. His robes of eternity were 
exchanged for the rags keeping Him warm. His golden throne room 
abandoned in favour of a dirty sheep pen. Worshiping angels replaced 
with shepherds. Meanwhile the city hums, unaware that God has visited 
their planet. The innkeeper would never believe he'd just sent God out 
into the cold. And people would scoff at anyone who told them the 
Messiah lay in the arms of a teenager on the outskirts of their village. 
They were all too busy to consider the possibility. But those who missed 
His Majesty's arrival that night missed it not because of acts of evil or 
malice. No, they missed it because they weren't looking for Him! This 
Christmas, in the midst of the toys, the tinsel, and the tumult, stop and 
look for Jesus. If you know Him as your Lord and Saviour, take time to 
worship Him. And if you don't, make Him your Lord and Saviour, if you do, 
it'll be the best Christmas you've ever had.  

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

Once again we supported the 
work of Gilven House in 
Glenrothes with gifts of tinned & 
packet foods and toiletries to 
enable the Trust to continue with 
their projects. 
 

The Staff at Gilven House are 
very grateful for our help. 
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North Fife Cluster Service 
 

A special service was held in Luthrie Hall 
on the evening of Sunday 1 November to 
celebrate All Saints Day. All the 
congregations from the North Fife Cluster 
(of which CFK is part) were represented, 
with individuals from each leading the 
worship. The stories of two saints- 
Columba, and Hilda of Whitby were told. 
Lively singing was led by the Bridge Band from Wormit Church. 
Afterwards a time of fellowship was enjoyed with delicious home baking, tea 
and coffee on offer. 
 

The next North Fife Cluster event is an ecumenical service of lessons and 
carols to be held on Boxing Day, starting at 3pm in Balmerino Church. 
Following the service, refreshments will be available before a walk by flaming 
torchlight to Balmerino Abbey, for a bonfire and further carols in the Abbey 
grounds. 
This established event usually gathers a large crowd, with people often 
travelling from all over Scotland to join it. 

Improved Local Broadband Service
Following my article last Christmas about the poor quality of Broadband Service 
available to many in our parishes, Former local councillor Andrew Arbuckle and I 
received support from Creich & Flisk Community Council to conduct a household 
survey across 230 properties in the area to establish the extent of the problem. A 
small team of volunteers kindly delivered the survey forms, and a useful 25% of 
them were returned. The survey results showed that for one third of  households, 
speeds much lower than even the government’s stated basic minimum standard of 
2Mbit/s were available.
Following on from the survey, a public meeting was arranged in Luthrie Hall in 
March. Around 60 interested local residents attended to hear from Sean Marley of 
Community Broadband Scotland (CBS), and local Fife Councillors Andy Heer and 
Donald Lothian. As a result of the meeting, with no apparent sign from BT that 
fibre broadband would be made available in this area, it was felt that the best way 
of proceeding with the provision of an improved service would be through 
involvement with the Fife Council supported project which was just getting 
underway in the East Neuk, and also intended to cover the Howe of Fife.
This project will seek funding through CBS for a network of wireless broadband 
transmitters to be set up across the affected areas, from which households and 
businesses could access broadband with potential of speeds of 30Mbit/s.
A steering group was established early in the Summer with 
representatives from across North East Fife. Two Fife 
Council funded project officers have been in post since late 
summer, and have been conducting further survey work 
around N.E. Fife, and generally raising awareness of the 
project.
A bidding process will start very shortly for interested 
companies to tender for the installation and running of the 
infrastructure required.
It is intended that once a suitable provider has been appointed, superfast broadband 
will start to become available through the project in Autumn 2016. 
Some further information about the project can be found on the Community 
Initiatives North East Fife (CoINEF) Facebook page– search for CoINEF– 
Superfast Broadband.

Matthew Wilson

 

Christmas Carols– Health & Safety considerations 
 

 Little Donkey 
 

 Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road 
 Got to keep on plodding onwards with your 
  precious load….. 
 
The SSPCA have strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load that a 
donkey of small stature is permitted to carry, also included in the guidelines 
is guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how many rest 
breaks are required over a four hour plodding period. Please note that due to 
the increased risk of pollution from the dusty road, Mary and Joseph are 
required to wear face masks to prevent inhalation of any airborne particles. 
The donkey has expressed his discomfort at being labelled 'little' and would 
prefer just to be simply referred to as Mr. Donkey. To comment upon his 
height or lack thereof may be considered an infringement of his equine 
rights. 
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Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition of CFK News. 
 

Contributions, suggestions and comments about the CFK Newsletter are 
always welcome– see editor’s details on back, or email: 

 

CFK-News@churchgoers.co.uk 

Remember, information of activities and events is also available 
on our website- www.cfk.churchgoers.co.uk 
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Doris --- Our sponsored child through Compassion 
 

We have now been sponsoring Doris 
since May 2010 when she had just turned 
eight years of age. She is now thirteen 
and doing very well at school.  
Doris lives with her parents and her brother Otoniel near Potrero in El 
Salvador. 
Her favourite food is chicken with rice and she also loves fruit. 
In her recent letter she enclosed a drawing of her favourite animal which 
is a dog named Pelusa. She enjoys playing softball and her best subject at 
school is Social Studies. 
 
She loves the colour pink...just like all girls and Jesus is her favourite 
bible character. 
Last Christmas she went to church with her family and enjoyed a meal of 
chicken and had great fun breaking pinatas .  
I have requested a recent photo and hope to have one soon in the New 
Year. 
 
One of her favourite bible readings from the New Testament is from 
John chapter 3 verse 16: For God loved the world so much that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have 
eternal life. 
Please pray for Doris and her family this Christmas and continue to put 
your spare cash in the piggy bank. Thank you.  
  

Zena Duncan 
 

The piggy banks are available in Church each Sunday for contributions 
towards Doris’ sponsorship. 
 

More information about Compassion UK can be found online at: 
 

www.compassionuk.org 
 

 

 

To all the volunteers who work tirelessly throughout the year keeping our 
church buildings cleaned and maintained, providing flowers for Sunday 
services, and serving tea and coffee after church at the start of each month 
(and anyone else)–   A Big Thank You 

Our Church couldn’t function without you! 

Luthrie Village Hall
Some forthcoming events:
The annual Festive Ceilidh is on Monday 28th 
December, with Yvonne MacLeod and her 
band.  Tickets sold out last year, so remember 
– first come, first served.
Then the Taste of Burns Ceilidh is on Saturday 6th February 2016, with 
poems, songs, food and much dancing to celebrate Robert Burns’ birthday.
Tickets can be bought from Penny Forsyth  

01337 870278 or email: pennyforsyth10@gmail.com
Special Offer
Tickets for each ceilidh are £12 adults/£6 children/£25 for a family of four 
(2 adults 2 children).
But if you buy tickets for both events there is a reduced price of £20 for an 
adult, £10 for a child or £45 for a family.

www.luthrievillagehall.org.uk
Please like us on Facebook

Luthrie Hall Management, managing Luthrie Village Hall, 
is a registered Scottish Charity, number SC028458



Luthrie Village Hall 
 

Some forthcoming events: 
 

The annual Festive Ceilidh is on Monday 28th 
December, with Yvonne MacLeod and her 
band.  Tickets sold out last year, so remember 
– first come, first served. 
 

Then the Taste of Burns Ceilidh is on Saturday 6th February 2016, with 
poems, songs, food and much dancing to celebrate Robert Burns’ birthday.  
 

Tickets can be bought from Penny Forsyth -  
  01337 870278 or email: pennyforsyth10@gmail.com 
 

Special Offer 
 

Tickets for each ceilidh are £12 adults/£6 children/£25 for a family of four 
(2 adults 2 children).  
But if you buy tickets for both events there is a reduced price of £20 for an 
adult, £10 for a child or £45 for a family. 
 

www.luthrievillagehall.org.uk 
 

Please like us on Facebook 
 

Luthrie Hall Management, managing Luthrie Village Hall,  
is a registered Scottish Charity, number SC028458 

Prayer Chain 
 

Jesus said: “Whenever two of you on earth 
agree about anything you pray for, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven.” 
Prayer Chain is a network of church 
people dedicated to praying for people in 
need, whenever the need arises. If you need 
prayer for yourself or anyone else, just 
phone the number below. All requests will 
be treated confidentially. You don’t have to 
give details if you’d rather not; just the name or some 
indication of the prayer you need. 
 

Telephone May Edgar 
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AFTERNOON CLUB 
 

The Afternoon Club goes from strength 
to strength with an average of 35 to 40 
attending. It is held between 2.00pm 
and 3.30pm, on the first Monday of the 
month in Luthrie Hall. If you wish to 
enjoy a light hearted couple of hours, 
with loads of food, do come along. 
 

You won’t be disappointed!! 

CREICH, FLISK & KILMANY CHURCH 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To bring the people of our Parish to Jesus Christ and to make them 
welcome in the fellowship of his family, to provide the atmosphere 
and resources to learn more about him, to enable them to use their own 
skills in our Church, and to serve others in the wider community, in 
order to glorify God. 

CONTACTS 
 

Locum Minister Rev Dr Gordon Jenkins   
   
Interim Moderator Rev Peter Neilson  
Session Clerk Mrs Sheena Fowler  
Treasurer Mrs Effie Trail  
Property Mr Jim Wilson  
The Guild Mrs Sheila Simmers  
Prayer Chain Miss May Edgar  
Prayer Group Mrs Lynwen Taylor  
Newsletter Mr Matthew Wilson  


